THE  FUTURE IN EDUCATION

gradually but perish in a moment, so it is easier to crush
talent and its pursuits than to revive them. The charm of
indolence creeps over the mind and we end by loving the
inaction which at first we detested. Over a period of
fifteen years (a long space in human life) many died from
natural causes, the most active were put to death by a
cruel emperor, a few of us, surviving not only others but
even ourselves, passed from manhood to old age and from
old age almost to the end of life's course, with our lips
sealed.1

One read those words as a schoolboy years ago and detec-
ted their bitterness and power. But in this generation they
have ceased to be literature and come to life, because Europe
has actually experienced what Tacitus went through and
knows now what he means : and Germans or Russians or
Italians know better than Englishmen.

Or again take the close of Shakespeare's King John,
where the French invade England assisted by disloyal
nobles (the c fifth column' of that time). Faulconbridge
brings the latest news from the front.

All Kent hath yielded; nothing there holds out
But Dover Castle : London hath received,
Like a kind host, the Dauphin and his powers:
Your nobles will not hear you, but are gone
To offer service to your enemy*

King John shows his dismay, and Faulconbridge continues :
Be great in act, as you have been in thought;

Be stirring as the time; be fire with fire;
Threaten the threatener and outface the brow
Of bragging horror; so shall inferior eyes,
That borrow their behaviours from the great,
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